| ewes fr 0 Rome. | c 


Of two mightic Armies, aſwell footemen as horſmen: The || 


firſt of the great Sophy, the other of an Hebrew people, till thistime not diſcos | 
uered, comming from the Mountaines of Caſpij, who pretend their warre isto | 
recouer the Land of Promiſe, & expell che Turks out of Chriſtendome. With j A 

| _ their multitude of Souldiers, & new invention of weapons. | ws 


Allo certainepraphecies of a Tew ſeruing.to that Armie, called {a/cb Shitocke, | | $ 
pry many ſtrange accidents, which (hall happen % 
the following yeere, 1607. 


Tranſlated out of Italian into Engliſh, by W, W. in 
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of Venice. 


\Frerthe partictlerthinges allea- 
=\|gcd itimy former writings vnto 
your Lordſhippe, Ithought it 

oodand conuenient by this my 
Letter, toaduertiſe your Lord- 
ſhip, of certainegreat, horrible, 
oY Sand fearefull things that hapned 
i=this quarter, .* TT 


 Purpoling to certifie your Lordfhip ofthe pompe 


_ andgreattriumph at thepreſenting of the Captaines 


of the Sea, vntothe great Turke: the miſerie and vn- 
happines ofthe poore prifoners: the diſcorde 8 con- 
tention that came by the ſonne of the Vice Roy of 
Naples, being priſoner; the threatnings made to the 
Chriſtians: the receiving of the Ambaſſadors of the 
Soffy : the pompes,tryumphes, and'entertainments - 
made yntothem, and yet diſſembled enough, with 
mocking onethe other at their departing: the pre- 


ſents giuen: thegoing of the great Turke a hunting, 


At and 
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ah 
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and Morherihig es written at large, : a5 your Lord- 


ſhip! ſhall derfiand,” 

But now your Lode all pray fu” 11 at thys 
time, the greateſt, the moſt wonderfull, and moſt 
ſtrange thing that cyer was heard of The which 
partly hath ſorroubled the great Turke, and all the | 
reſt, that they haue left of all other affayres , topro- 
uide for the perrill and OW") that at this time me hang- 


eth ouerthe Jr heads. 


Your 'Locdbp s to >" 


Sign Valeſoo: | 


LL RAY, 
bes Oo! 
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| Ne ewes: from 
wy 5h. 
He newes are come that the king of Hungaric ma- 
keth a great Irwy, which ſþall haue foz his ayde 
. * © thegalltes of Buda, andofmanyother Pzinces of 


Lhuiſtendome. And they ſay mozeouer, that theKing 
of Bohemia willhelpe therein, andthatthemoſtpartof 

Lhziſtian Princes will come and aydehiminthisen- 
terpziſe againſt the Turke, except the Dtgnozie of | 
Venice, which medlethnothing at all init. *Thelſere= 


voters ofnewes affirme, thatthere.ſbalcomeabouea - I 


hund:ed gallies; beſides other Barks,ſbips, #Hulkes 
without number, which is occaſion that theyhaſten 
the warrethemoze. Notwithlianding, men elteeme 
not ſomuch hereof,as ofthe war thatigmade beyond 
theMountatines,agyou ball vnderitand not without 
dondering at it. The Tarcarsmakefriendes vponthe 
-qarnLy #hane made a leaguetfriendſbip with 

egreat 'Turke, requiring ayde,fo2 they aremoleſted 
with war bythe great Emperour of Muſcouia, #pzince 
of S:godie, of Pogore, of Smelengic, of Droſly, of Gazam, 
of Virgoloſam, of Tartarie, of Cham; andofdiners other 
people and regions lying towardthe South: theyſap 
thatthis Empero2 02 Duke hath twoAtmies, and is 
called Iohn Dwarillo, ayoung man; pftheage of rriin. 
peeres, noble and valiant,andaLhuſttan;after the in= 
ſtitution of the Greekes,andp2eſumeththat by reaſon 
of His blood,the Empire of Conſtantinoplc Doth belong 
to him,” And thele two Armies areaboutatwohun= 


good aſſiſtance of fifteene 
alſo foz this purpoſe, heehath ent tothe ſeaten Sal- 
liestopallethemouer. 


|  butarievntothegreat Turke, 


Nenef _ ke 


They were no* wont intime paſt to beſoſtrong,noz 
ſo fearedof the Turks, foz theyhadnot the vſe ofar- - 
tillarie in the warre: butnowe-they hayemeruailoug 
great pzeparation in theyz warre. Dee hath in wages 
certaine Dutch Laptatnes, and about tenne thouſand 
Wailter gunners, and is meruailoufiywellfurrmiſhed 
with harquebuſhes and artillery, and becauſe'mcn vn- 
derſtand that hcehath ſo vanquiſbtthe Tartarians, 
and bzoughtth]etoſucha ftate,that they cannotmuch 
mozereliſthim, and that ifthe ſaide Muſcouite ſhould 
bemaiſters ouerthe Tartars,they\ſbould confrquent=- 
ly beKulers ofthegreat ſea, #the way ſhonld bee open 
andeaſtefo2 themtocome, not onelytoLonſtantino- 
ple, but aiſoto dzine the Turke out of Enrope:: and 
becaufe that the ſaide greatTurkeis alluredof this 
enterp2iſe andcommotionofthe Greekesthehath to= 


 cludedand dee t9 ae to ſendto theſaid Tartars a 


Menmakementton anddoubt of Modan which 


isa great Ptzinceand Ruler, andable tomakefoure= 
Ccoze, 02.4 hund2ed thouſand hozſe: and yetmeniare 


vncertatne whoſe parthe willtake; becauſe hee ts tri= 


There is newes alfofrom Aﬀcica; that theKing of 
Bugien, the king Tramece, the king of Tas, thechil= 
dzen of S-ri The Lozdof Mutocho, andof Gtao, with 
the Arabians andother, hane taken inhandto dzineand- 
erpuiſe the turke wholy out of Africa, to endomage 
hin as muchas theyinay. Men know not yet tn what 
place they will war,but we ſhallknow it \boxtiy;The 


it} newes allo is;thatthe s Soffi -isin Lampe with 3great ; 


£4080 


Newes from Rome, 


Armie, and hath the Medes tohelpe him,which Sober 
ponthe Laſpian ſea, andof oneſideneighbour 
74 pon 5, called at this day:Correxans and ; mrs 
whom he hath made a league and peace. Thereareon- 
His ſide alfothe Ibcians and Albians,and alſothe people 
of Mclibar, which harboz vpo the Indians, andlikewiſe 
with the king of Boſphorus, all beeing people meruat- 
Jous ſwift and nimble. Jnthisſo mightieanhoſ and. 
armie, is alſo Baſccr the ſonneof the. great Turke, by 
meanes whereof, all inthoſe parts is im great trouble, 
as wellas hecre. Jtſeemeth that the 1cniflaries bing 
himthclot of Turkic, ag Baduget,' Zermonia, Alepo, and 
all the Regions lytng neere to the Sothis reuoited,-ail 
= which particularities ſball be vnderfloode moze: af 


large, 

Thignewest is great, z hath madetheg reatturke 
to muſe. jy bponit,butaboucall cheſemerucious 
and 8-which arehapned, there 1s yet 
ot ome , which hath greatly feared#aba- 
ſbed all men; whic ichalrhoughit itſeemeth tobe incredt+ 
ble, yetbpon my credit it is modi true, and thatis, that 
apeoplehrretofoze vnknowne,mighty.ſwife,+merue- 
loug nimble; hath taken weapon in hand,to the diſad- 
 uantage and loſle ofthe houſe of Ortoman. - Theyſap 
that Alexander the greathids in time paſt d2iue beyond 
the mountaine Caſpeninetribes and ahyalfe ofthe;He- 
brewes which wozſbippedtheLailfe # > of gold, 
andd:aue thein away, thatneuer ſince there was no 
newesofthem, neither knewe anymanif theywrrein 
the wozlde oz not :-becauſe the Seaof ſand, ozthe 
fandieſea, by a certaine inconnenience of ſand Grauel 
82 Beche, fwelled#roſeſohigh, thatit vtterly tooke 


* fromthem the wayintorhigour! Keguon, DanEp by 
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ad omar eh Jeallow, which yet men 
| ſtanding, (| 


- 07 
fomchipane wr fire, whereby chrymightentile 


great wonder, . 
NT heleproptepaneis mighty great armies, and 
inte topeovicual bpreatonofrhefrituinet 


eueryiman which hath either-feene o2 heardofthem, 


_. turketodiCcry them,doe affirme, that befidea hundzed. 
_ andtwo armies, there followe an infinitenumber of 


Artes _ __ 


pecauſeryeſondy ſea Did Hinder oa pallage, it ap- 


of theyz country, they are alſo well pgouidedofallma- 


nerof fo2 war, CmUnny tuthepzactiſe 
of they: weapons; 'Theyſaythey will come#recoucr 
the land of Pzomiſe, towardsthe whichthefirſtarmp 
ts alreadyvery neere, to thegreat terrozand Ddzead of 


The ſpyes-which hyaue beene ſent out by the great 


people, as well footmen as hozſemen, and they? firſt 
armie ts already arriuedvpon the limmits of Turkte, 
putting all tofire andſ\wozd.. Theyzlanguage is ba= 
ſtardHebzew: #becanſemenſpeakemuch of it Heere, 
J will not fozget to ſpeake alſo ſomething” thereof 
cr Lontignts andwell vnderſtoode: The He= 
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ozewes of Lonltqptinople ſap, that they hane certaine | 4 
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N ewes i Romy: 
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S)their:Mclsias tn; 
hane dominion 


* migh theydball 
| andrcule inthe would WRT KM reidore, 1 
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hath woes rk wine,x willthaf all men _ times 


in a day to the Moſchea, and ptayto GOD foz theys 
anne} >, and ſafetie, eh w hee -2epareth thzce \ 
neagainſtt utc res, another agatiſt 

San and thethirdfoz to goe againſt the Hebrewes of 
On rouſllltar or of Calpij.. Within nga mew 
other newes, wherfoze thus making an 
ror age oro good'L :; From 
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Newer from: Rot ome. 
Thismannerofarming themſelues, is tothe in- 
tent Gary Forman hs ooh torunneawate: 
ſes: there avecigh- 
F a kindeof 

by ny a certaine beaſt, 


ſothatno pikenoz harquebuſh.can pearſeit. Theſe 
arr raln ot » &will nener fliefoz any thin 
nt-and, ſubiect vnto their Pince 
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haute Ares, 
kind of weapons :* 


and lirtle, men.goc 


noſe, and b 


* buſberscarrync 


alfo very- 


-hiscondaetathoi 


Sons : they are apparre 
kind of leather,and ſo enchai ted, thatnoy20n wea- 
pon.in the wozik dis L/-rdofl i ſent 1 


ewes from 
pee enter d I by "| 
-Capt taine. Naviſob, 4 
theſki ere thard#+ 
in of aſtrpentmo 
pollaxes, des harquebulbes, 


ery fare, * 


e,x thickebeyond meaſure; 
heandhigmen areof the ſtature of Gt- 
ants: he prong ory own. thouſand footemen,al- ' 
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dzy treein a blew field; Ps: 

þ man aid be greetiCaph Hs, 
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Rome. 
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AR armed 


ikke, they 
and'other 


atmes, is # White 


ne 02 armes 


Cnaile ina blackef felde; withadeuife aboutit, By1 bitle 
\Ofthe tribe of: imeonthere is a Pxince of: Arſay, 


whoſename is not yetknowne, but theyfayheisade- 
utill,great 


witha flat 


corn c Ae nimble that 
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Ne ewer:from Rome. 


aud to ſtrikenigh;but. farre different fromoitrs; they 
are. veryerpert wnartifictaltftre,andmake the greatef 
_ and Uthinges withaſly aman canimaz 
gin! they:do'ite by arte oz enchauntment, ſothat 
i ſeemeth-thas itraigneth firevpon theirenemies,and 
yet notwithſtanding hurteth notthanſelnes atali,by 
reaſon they argapparelled with acertaine Serpents 
ſkin which pzelerueth them, Their Enligne is a Lat 


holding a Kat inher paw ina blackeflelde, andtheyz 
poſte thus, Euecn fo hapncth itto hum that isnor 'goucrned, 
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"" Caleb 5 bilock his propheſic, 1 for the 


yeere, 1 607. 


* 


Reamnagnn mchoreere 1607, 


a cone is in the watrie ſigne, the 
wozidigte robe ingren danger E 
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iſtraughted thetr wits, 
Fourthlie the ſame yeere, about them 
3 ME re Crag 


KALVOAx 


Newes from Rome. 
Fiftly, Jnfidels and Hereticks,thzough gneerea 
and d2ead, will flie aud gather together l 
as in them lies, make waragainſt 9 Anqademaneng 
Dirtlie, in the ſane yeere after the Trent Waters he 
paſt, about theend ofthe yeere will be very great and 
fearefull Sickneſſes:ſothat many people Ne ltketo 
die by the infection of ſtrange diſeaſes. 
- Seauenthly, there will bethzoughout the wozide 
great trouble and contention about matters of geli- 
gion, and wonderfull ſtrange newes vnto all people, 
as concerning the ſame, 

Eightly, the Turke with his God Wahomet ſbajl 
bee in dangerto loſe his Depter, thzoughthe great- 
changeand alteratton in his Kegiment,. by reaſon of 
famine and warres, fo that themoſt part of his people {| 
will rather ſeckereliefe PO IO ny Cm [|; 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 


SHYLOCK TRACT, 1607.—I have recently 
purchased a tract of - congiderable Shake- 
S8pearean interest with the following title :— 


* Newes from Rome. | Of two mightie Armies, as- 
well footemen as horsmen : The | first of the great 


Sophy, the other of an Hebrew people, till this time 
not disco- | uered, comming from the Mountaines 


of Caspij who pretend their warre 18s to | recouer 


the Land of Promise, & expell the Turks out of 
Christendome. With | their multitude of Souldiers, 


& new invention of weapons. | Also certaine pro- 
phecies of a Tew seruing to that Armie, called Caleb 
Shilocke, | prognosticating many strange accidents 
which will happen | the following yeere, 1607. 
Translated out of Italian into English, by W. W. 
| Printed by I, P. for Henry Goss0n, and are to be 
80Id in Pater.” 

Unfortunately the rest of the imprint has 


been cut off. 
It is dedicated *ff To the renowned Lord, 


Don Mathias de Rensie of Venice,” and 
8igned © Your Lordships to vse, Signior 
Valesco.” In 4s, 8$I.., black-letter, large 


woodeut on title-page representing Jews 
in military costume. Lowndes, p. 2749, 
notes: * Valesco, S. Jewes Prophecy, &c. 
Halliwell, May, 1856, imprint cut into, 


107. 5s : No other copy known.” 
In the introduction to © The Merchant of 


Venice * (Halliwell's © Shakespeare,* vol. v. 
P- 277, Lond., 1853) the following interesting 


account of it is given :— 


* At the conclusion of a very rare tract entitled, 
* A Jewes Prophesy. or Newes from Rome of two 
mightie Armies as well footemen as horsmen,” 466, 
18 & piece entitled © Caleb Shilock his prophesie for 
the yeere 1607,” which commences as follows : © Be 
it knewne unto all men, that in the YEARE, 1607. 
when as the moone is in the watrye signe, the world 
18 like to bee in great danger ; for a learned Jew, 
named Caleb Shilock, doth write that, in the fore- 
8a4id yeere, the sun* shall be covered with the 
dragon in the morning, from five of the clocke 
untill nine, and will appeare like fire; there- 
fore it is not good that any man do behold 
the same, for, by beholding thereof, hee 


may lose his sight.” 
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| The late date of this 
pamphlet would render the allusion uninteresting, 
were there not evidence that it was a reprint of an 
older production, the year of the prophecy being 
altered to create an interest at the time of the 
republication. It is thus alluded to in a tract 
entitled, © Miracle upon Miracle, or a true Relation 
of the great Floods which happened in Coventry, in 
Lymne, and other Places,” 4to, Lond. 1607 : © witnes 
the Jewes Prophesie, being an idle vaine pamphlet. 
as gro8se and grosser then John of Calabria, and 
was printed many years agoe, and this last yeare 
onely renewed with the addition of 1607, yet amongst 
fooles, women and children, retayned for snch an 
approved miracle that, as if the gift of prophesie 
were hereditary to the Jewes and their tribes, 
there are fewe things better beleeved, when as in 
truth there never was any such Jew. nor any s8uch 
prophesie, but a meere invention.* The discovery 
of a copy of the original edition would decide the 
question whether Shakespeare could have borrowed 
the name of his character of the Jew from the 
tract, or whether the compiler of the latter, was 
indebted for the appellation to the pla Dr. 
Farmer, who appears to have seen a copy of it, 8ays 
it was entitled, © Caleb Shillocke his Prophecie, or 
the Jewes Prediction,” and that it was printed 
without a date by one T. P., perhaps either Thomas 
Purfoot or Thomas Pavier, both of whom iss8ued 


pamphlets of this description.” 

Halliwell's copy is now in the British 
Museum (Shilock c. 32 d. 26), the fore edge 
of which is badly cropped, * Shilocke '* 
being cut down to ** Shilo.”” This accounts 
for the final E of the name being omitted 
by Halliwell, Lowndes, and the British 
Museum' Catalogue. As in mine, the im- 
print has also been cut off after PATER ; 
but there is just visible the top edge of the 
next line, which I make out to be ** roster 
rowe at the signe of the Sunne,” but no 
indication of a date. There may have been 
one underneath this line in the centre, or 
as in the' original is8wve printed without a 
date. Over half a century has elapsed 
since the Halliwell Sale, and other copies 
may have come to light. Should any reader 
know of one. I sbould be lad of the informa- 


tion 


